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English Opens Doors Program
Volunteer Service Application 2012

Dear Volunteer Candidate, 
Thank you for your interest in the English Opens Doors Program with the Chilean Ministry of Education and the United Nations Development Programme-Chile. 

The English Opens Doors Program takes very seriously its privileged role as facilitator to ambassadors of the English language. It is of the utmost importance that the EODP maintains a level of professionalism and excellence by recruiting volunteers who will positively contribute to the program initiatives.  Therefore, the English Opens Doors Program must adhere to strict guidelines with regard to the eligibility of each volunteer candidate.

The English Opens Doors Program would like to emphasize the personal responsibilities and professional etiquette that each volunteer must uphold during their volunteer service term. We believe that prior to participating in the EOD Program, it is essential that all volunteers are aware of what is expected of them. 
The Fundamental Responsibilities of each EODP volunteer: 

· Act as an ambassador of his or her home country and for the Chilean Ministry of Education.  As such, he or she responsible for their personal conduct and behaviour as well as their level of professionalism at all times. 

· Be proactive and independent, and to take initiative in regards to personal health, safety and well-being.    

· Regard his or her students, colleagues, host family and fellow volunteers with an attitude of mutual learning, cooperation and respect.   
English Opens Doors Program Volunteers have the opportunity to make a lasting impact on the lives of their students, motivating them to improve their English, participate in cross cultural exchange, and succeed in an increasingly globalized world. Therefore, given the enormous task at hand, all applicants must keep in mind these fundamental responsibilities as they begin the application process for the English Opens Doors Program.
We look forward to reviewing your application. 
National Volunteer Center
Please carefully read all directions in the application form. After you have completed your application and collected all necessary documents to send in, please send in your application to english.opens.doors.applications@gmail.com. If you have any questions regarding the application process, you may contact us at voluntarios@mineduc.cl 
Please mark the Volunteer Service Initiative you would like to apply for in bold font below: 
	Volunteer Service Initiative
	Start Date
	End Date

	Volunteer Service 1 (VS1)
	February 27
	July 27/November 30

	Volunteer Service 2 (VS2)
	March 12
	July 27/November 30

	Volunteer Service 3 (VS3)
	March 26
	July 27/November 30

	Volunteer Service 4 (VS4)
	April 10
	July 27/November 30

	Volunteer Service 5 (VS5)
	June 4
	November 30

	Volunteer Service 6 (VS6)
	June 18
	November 30

	Volunteer Service 7 (VS7)
	July 23
	November 30


Please note that applications are reviewed on a rolling basis. Placements are limited, so early application is strongly encouraged. 
Start Date signifies the day that the mandatory volunteer orientation begins in Santiago. We recommend that volunteers arrive to Santiago either one or two days prior, and we will provide airport transfers, meals and accommodations for those that do. Volunteers will be provided with transportation from Santiago to their placement region at the end of the weeklong orientation in Santiago.

*Volunteers participating in VS1, VS2 or VS3 can choose to end their Volunteer Service on either end date. Applicants are asked to bold the preferred end date on the application.

PART I: PERSONAL INFORMATION
	Last name:
(as it appears on passport)
	First name: 

	Middle name: 

	Gender: 

	Date of birth:
(day/month/year)
	Citizenship:

	Passport number:
	Permanent address:

	Email address:
	Phone number: 


How did you find out about our program? 

	


TEACHING QUALIFICATIONS

Please bold your answer (if applicable):

	Certified Teacher
	TESL Certification
	TEFL Certification
	TESOL Certification

	CELTA Certification
	Other
	
	


If other, please specify:

	


LANGUAGES

	Native Language:
	


	Language 1:
	

	Competency:

(Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Native)
	

	Other Languages:
	

	Competency:
	


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
Please bold your answers.

Have you ever studied or worked abroad?

	Yes
	No


If so, for how long?

	Up to 3 months
	3 months – 6 months

	6 months -1 year
	
More than 1 year



Please list all of your travel experiences below: 

	Country:
	Dates:

(day/month/year – day/month/year)
	Purpose:

	
	
	

	Country:
	Dates:

(day/month/year – day/month/year)
	Purpose:

	
	
	

	Country:
	Dates:

(day/month/year – day/month/year)
	Purpose:

	
	
	

	Country:
	Dates:

(day/month/year – day/month/year)
	Purpose:

	
	
	


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
· The statement of purpose should be between 500 and 750 words and include the following points:

· Personal information. Describe your academic, professional and personal background and explain how these attributes make you a good candidate for the volunteer program in the location you would like to be placed.

· Cross-cultural experience. Describe your history of cross-cultural experiences and your general ability to adapt and adjust to new situations. 
· Teaching experience. Describe any relevant teaching experience you have that would make you a successful volunteer with EOD. If you do not have teaching experience, please describe your professional, volunteer or personal experiences that will contribute to being an effective English language teaching assistant. 

· Additional information. Include any supplemental information or details about yourself that would be relevant in considering your application. 
	


TEACHING INITIATIVE
What contribution would you like to make to the school community to help foster English-language learning? You may mention your ideas in regards to classroom activities, extra-curricular activities, materials you would like to bring from home to use in your classroom and other initiatives as part of your curricular plan to motivate English language learning inside and outside of the classroom. This information will be useful to your Chilean co-teacher and school principal to give them a better idea of how they can help achieve your goals during your term of service.  The Teaching Initiative should be between 500-750 words. 

	


PREFERENCES, HEALTH & EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Please remember that host families come in many different forms and may consists of an older couple whose children have left home, or a younger couple with children; a single parent with children or a single person. Additionally, please keep in mind that it is more difficult to place volunteers who are vegetarians, have allergies to pets, and other such issues than volunteers who have few restrictions.  Volunteers with these needs should be additionally flexible with their preferences.
PLACEMENT REQUEST
Please specify your preferred placements. Please note that the EODP cannot guarantee placements in a particular region and/or city. 

Preferred placement zone: 

	North
	Central
	South


Preferred placement type: 

	Urban
	Mid-sized
	Rural


Please explain why you have chosen these preferences and add any additional information relevant to your placement preferences:  

	


	Are you a vegetarian?
	Yes
	No

	Do you smoke? 
	Yes
	No


	If possible, would you like for us to consider your religious or spiritual beliefs in your placement?
	I am religious and would like to be placed with a like-minded family (Please specify religion)

________________
	I am not religious and would prefer to be placed with a family that is not either
	No preference/prefer not to answer


*By listing a preference to be placed with a family of similar religious beliefs, please take into consideration that this preference may override other placement preferences you might have (ex: location, type of family, vegetarian, etc). 
	If you would like to include additional information that may help us assign you to an appropriate host family, please indicate it here:

	


MEDICAL INFORMATION

	Do you have any medical conditions in which the EODP should be aware?
	Yes
	No

	If yes, please specify: 
	

	If you are taking medication, please specify type and dosage:


	


	Do you have any allergies? 
	Yes
	No

	If yes, please specify:


	


	Do you have any physical or emotional limitations, allergies, pre-existing medical conditions, or other impairments that would limit placement options or participation in everyday teaching or community activities?
	Yes
	No

	If yes, please specify:


	

	Each volunteer who participates in the English Opens Doors Program must be responsible for his or her own physical, emotional, and mental health while abroad, including obtaining any medications. Are you able to assume full responsibility for your physical, emotional and mental health while a volunteer?
	Yes
	No

	If no, please specify:


	


EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
CONTACT PERSON 1

	Name:


	

	Relationship to you:


	

	Phone number:


	

	Email address:


	


CONTACT PERSON 2

	Name:


	

	Relationship to you:


	

	Phone number:


	

	Email address:


	


AUTHORIZATION
Subject to my acceptance and participation in the English Opens Doors Program, in the event of illness, injury or emergency, I hereby authorize the Ministry of Education and its regional staff to make calls and/or arrangements for my medical treatment. 

I hereby certify, under penalty of exclusion from the program, that the information provided on this document is true and accurate.

	Name:


	

	Date:


	


PART II: DOCUMENTS

Please carefully follow these directions as you send in your documents. 

All documents must be sent in PDF format and photos must be in .jpeg format to English.opens.doors.applications@gmail.com with the corresponding title. Please make sure that the image of your passport photo page is clear and readable.

· Resume or Curriculum Vitae

· Titled: “Volunteer name-Resume” (ex: “Laura Palm-Resume”)

· Photo 1

· This photo must be a clear headshot taken in front of a white background. This does not need to be a professional photo, but it must clearly show your face and be taken in front of a white background. We will use this photo for your visa.  

· Titled: “Volunteer name-Visa photo”
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· Photo 2

· This photo can be you by yourself, or with your family or friends. This photo will be sent to your host families prior to your arrival, so make sure that it is appropriate and shows us a bit of your personality.

· Titled: “Volunteer name-Candid Photo”

· University Transcript

· Titled: “Volunteer name-University Transcript”

· Note: an unofficial transcript is acceptable.  Upon acceptance you may be asked for an official transcript.

· TESL, TESOL, TEFL, CELTA Degrees (if applicable)

· Titled: “Volunteer name-Accreditations”

· Passport photo page

· The image of your passport photo page must be clear and legible. 

· Titled: “Volunteer name-Passport”
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Av. Libertador Bernardo O´Higgins 1146 Sector B - Of. 604, Santiago, Chile

Telephone: (56-2) 406 7218 / 7220 - www.ingles.mineduc.cl

